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The four oldest sons of Gysbert and Henrietta
(Klyn) Steenhoek, I-r: Simon, Arie A., Gysbert S.,
and Gerrit. (Photo taken about 1900.)




[image: image2.png]Gysbert Steenhoek was born Aug. 27, 1837
in The Netherlands. He spent his boyhood
years in the city of Old Beyerland (Oud
Beijerland) near the Maas River south of
Rotterdam about 40 miles.

He immigrated to Marion Co. in the spring
of 1857 and settled in the Pella area. Farming
was his vocation when he first arrived.

Gysbert enlisted into the services of the
Union Army on Feb. 1, 1862. He was assigned
to Co. H, 17th Infantry of Iowa. In Nov., 1862
the 17th Infantry joined General Grant’s
campaign against Vicksburg, Miss. In the
spring of 1863 heavy fighting occurred as the
North was moving into Confederate territory.
On May 14 the Union Army won a hard
fought battle at Jackson, Miss. Moving out
on the 15th they again won a decisive battle
at Champion Hill where fewer than 500 men
held off a very strong attack to save the Union
from serious disaster.

During the siege of Vicksburg, the regi-
ment suffered its most serious loss at the
blowing up of Fort Hell (June 26, 1863), the
key to rebel fortifications. It was during close





[image: image3.jpg]‘combat in this conflict that Eysbert Steen-
hoek was severely wounded. He recovered
from his injury in hospitals in Mempbhis,
Tenn. and Jefferson Barracks, Mo.

He was released from Jefferson Barracks
in May, 1864 with an Honorable Discharge
and was released from his commitment to the
reserve unit for medical reasons.

On July 18, 1865 he married Miss Hen-
rietta Klyn who also had come from The
Netherlands. They were the parents of 14
children. Lena, firstborn on July 3, 1866,
married Barney Van Roekel. Son Arie was
born Sept. 13, 1867 and married Johanna Van
Ryswijk. Gysbert S., who arrived Dec. 26,
1868, married Jennie Van Zee. Neitje
“Nellie” was born May 4, 1870 and married
Henry De Reus. The next daughter, Jane, was
born Jan. 11, 1872 and died very young.
Lyntjie “Lizzie” was born May 8, 1873 and
was married to Secicy Menninga. Gerrit was
born Feb. 10, 1875 and was the husband of
Agnes Van Rees. Jane was born Apr. 8, 1876
and Gysbert Van Hemert was her husband.




[image: image4.jpg]Born Nov. 13, 1877, Follena married Klaas
Groeneway. Simon S. was born Feb. 6, 1880
and chose Alice Verrips as his wife. Two years
later John K. was born on Sept. 11, 1882 and
later married Dena Witzenburg. Twin daugh-
ters, Henrietta and Bertha were born Jan. 11,
1885. Henrietta did not marry and Bertha
married Peter Duinink. The last child, a son
Hugo was born Oct. 11, 1887. He married
Johanna Vander Streek.

Mr. and Mrs. Steenhoek’s last home was
located at 1110 Washington St. in Pella, part
of which still stands today. Mrs. Henrietta
Klyn Steenhoek died Feb. 5, 1908 and
Gysbert Steenhoek died June 11, 1918. Their
burial site is located in the Oakwood Ceme-
tery in Pella, Ia.
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